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Acorn Park

Our Facilities

A beautiful and safe location

Acorn Park School

Set within 30 acres of beautiful Norfolk countryside,
Acorn Park is secure, spacious and peaceful. It’s often
described as a village within a village where children and
young people can live, learn and play safely within our
beautiful grounds.

Our purpose built school caters for children with a
whole range of capabilities. Classes are small and
cultivate a nurturing environment where children not
only learn academic skills, but are also supported in
their emotional and social development. We follow
the National Curriculum from Key Stage 1 to Key
Stage 4 and enter pupils for GCSE examinations
where appropriate. We also create bespoke
curriculum’s for those children who require a different
style of learning or outcomes. Our aim is to ensure
children are confident when they leave education and
have the life skills needed to navigate the world
around them.

There’s so much for them to get involved with onsite;
from enjoying our play barn, sensory rooms and
outdoor gym to gardening in the allotment and caring
for our Acorn Park animals. Within the security of the
grounds and under the watchful eye of our carers,
you’ll often see children cycling their bikes and trikes
around after school or even enjoying water fights
on warm summer afternoons. Many of our staff also
live on site, so parents have that added security
and reassurance.

A real home from home
Our spacious homes support the individual needs of
our children and provide the space and comfort they
need. The homes are beautifully decorated with
spacious living, kitchen and dining areas and huge
gardens. Every resident has their own bedroom that
can be modified to their own personal needs. Our
children get involved in every aspect of family life,
from decorating their bedrooms, to helping with the
cooking, where it’s appropriate, and even organising
social activities.
For children with communication needs, the homes
are equipped with signs using the Picture Exchange
Communication System (PECS) and we have ground
floor rooms for those who struggle to use stairs. We
plan regular activities both on and off site to help
children develop their interests, broaden their
experiences and replicate normal family life.
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Adult Services
Acorn Park Adult Services opened in 2008 as a care
home for adults aged 18 - 65 with an autistic spectrum
condition, associated social communication difficulties
and complex needs.
The emphasis at Acorn Park Adult Services is placed
on developing and maintaining independence skills,
supporting community inclusion and gaining life skills
whilst recognising individual strengths and celebrating
successes. Our aim is to further develop the
independence of our residents through an
environment that is nurturing, secure and consistent.
We place emphasis on positive relationships between
residents and staff so that each resident is highly
involved with their care package and has a firm circle
of support to succeed.
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Our Approach

Acorn Park

Focused on children’s
individual needs

Preparing young people for
the future

Above all else, it’s vital that our children and
young people feel safe and happy here at
Acorn Park. We spend time getting to know
the children and their families before they join
us, so we can help them settle in as smoothly
as possible.

Whilst we really do help children get the most
out of every day they are with us, we also
prepare them for whatever the future holds, be
it living in shared, independent or assisted
accommodation or returning to be with their
family. Our team will work with the young
people to prepare them emotionally and
provide them with the relevant skills, so they
can transition confidently to the next stage of
their life.

We are ambitious for our children and our
experienced team build detailed and focused
care plans for every child based on their
individual social, emotional, educational and
physical needs. It’s amazing to see children’s
characters and individuality develop with the
right support and provision.

Integrating into our wider
community
Acorn Park is a wonderful community within
itself, but we also recognise the importance of
helping our children to integrate within wider
society. Our residents are valued members of
the local village of Banham; they love visiting
the village shop, meeting other residents
and getting involved in local youth clubs
and activities. Further afield, our young
people enjoy activities such as bowling and
trampolining in Norwich and visiting the
beach in Great Yarmouth.
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Involving families every step
Our carers take on many parental
responsibilities, but we recognise that there
is no substitute for a child’s real family. We
encourage regular contact between a child and
their family, keep parents informed about their
child’s wellbeing and development and, of
course, families are always very welcome at
Acorn Park. We have a number of threebedroomed homes, just outside our grounds,
where families can stay free of charge
whenever they’d like to.
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Acorn Park

Our key workers and carers

Continuity of care

It’s important that our children and young
people develop strong and trusting relationships
with those caring for them, which is why each
child has a key worker and a small team of carers
to encourage and nurture them. Each family
home has two teams of carers who share the
responsibility for supporting children in that
house. The team will be there when the children
get up in the morning, they’ll help them get
ready for the day and they’ll also pick them up
from school, support them in activities and
prepare their meals and put them to bed.

Continuity of care is so important at Acorn
Park and we are fortunate to have teachers,
nurses and carers working together onsite to
help our children flourish. The teaching staff
who support children during the day give a
detailed handover to our carers, so their
education can be supported with activities at
home. In addition, our wider team of speech
and occupational therapists, nutritionists,
psychotherapists and psychiatrists are on hand
to support children with very specific areas of
their development as needed. Everything is
clearly documented and discussed with the
child’s family and our team are always available
to speak to parents in person.

In many respects, carers will take on the parental
responsibilities of helping children to make healthy
choices, setting and enforcing the appropriate
boundaries and monitoring their development.
They also help children and young people through
times of sadness or disappointment, celebrate
their successes and simply have fun together.
Depending on the needs of the children, some
carers will sleep overnight in the home and
others will stay awake and check on children
throughout the night.

Complete Care
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Acorn Park

Meet Jordan

If you visit Acorn Park, you
may well see Jordan heading
off for a riding lesson or
going to feed our guinea pigs
and rabbits. She’s a real
outdoor girl and loves the
tranquillity and fresh air of
Acorn Park.
Jordan suffers from severe autism and when she
arrived at Acorn Park, she could only
communicate by pointing at objects, which left
her extremely frustrated. Six years on and our
team have helped Jordan to develop her
communication skills and manage her anxiety.
She can now communicate confidently using
the Picture Exchange Communication System
(PECS), and has even learnt to write her
own name.
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Jordan’s confidence has grown immensely since
being at Acorn Park and she now enjoys a
whole range of activities from handling our
animals to visiting the beach, bowling and even
swimming. When she does need a break,
Jordan can retreat into the tranquillity of our
sensory rooms on site.
Jordan’s family have noticed an incredible
difference in her, since she moved to
Acorn Park.
“Acorn Park has done us all the world of good.
It’s given everybody breathing space,” says
Jordan’s mum. “When Jordan comes home she
tends to be calmer. I know that she’s happy. I’m
just so grateful that Acorn Park exists and that I
found it, because Jordan is so happy here.”
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Acorn Park at
a Glance

Acorn Park

How old are the children at
Acorn Park?

How far do children travel
to attend?

We support children from 6-18 years of age.

Children at Acorn Park come from across the UK..

How many weeks a year
can children stay for?

What extra support
is provided?

38 and 52 week residential placements
are available.

Our multi-disciplinary team consists of
school nurses, speech and language therapist,
occupational therapist, occupational therapy
assistants, speech and language assistants,
music therapist, psychologist and a consultant
clinical psychiatrist.

What special needs
do children at
Acorn Park have?
We support children who have a primary
diagnosis of Autism Spectrum Disorder. All the
children at Acorn Park have difficulties with
social communication, social imagination, and
have restricted, repetitive patterns of behaviour,
interests or activities.

What facilities are
available onsite?
Acorn part is set within 30 secure acres of
tranquil countryside containing individual
homes- housing two or three residents, a
specialist school, sensory garden, outdoor gym,
vegetable allotment, play barn, animal corner
and two state of the art sensory rooms.

How to get in touch?
If you are interested in visiting Acorn Park, or finding out more about the support we provide,
please call 01953 888 656 or e-mail admin@acornparkschool.co.uk
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Acorn Park
Andrew’s Furlong, Mill Road, Banham,
Norwich, Norfolk NR16 2HU
T: 01953 888 656
E: admin@acornparkschool.co.uk
W: www.acornpark.org.uk

