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Acorn Park is a unique 30-acre private
estate where children and young adults
across the breadth of the autistic spectrum
can live, learn and play in a holistic, happy
and safe environment.

£350,000 investment
in our service
New buildings
We have a new Library
in development,
plus new buildings for
soft-play and
sensory regulation.

Caring, striving, growing
and thriving in 2022
Acorn Park is full of activity,
celebration, and good cheer
– and not just because it’s
Christmas!
Central to our ethos,
mission and values is
the development of selfconfidence, independence,
and teamwork. Supporting
our people to develop these
attributes happens through a
wide variety of activities every
day, but there is no substitute
for exploring the world around
us and challenging ourselves
to do something new. For
this reason, our classes run
Heartbeat trips in addition to
our curriculum-led activities.
This term, the Potter Centre
team took pupils to the
Sainsbury Centre to enjoy art,
sculptures and treats in the
café! In addition, the largest
group the school has ever sent
on a single trip went to Harry
Potter studio tour, London.
Most recently, we ran our first
ever Christmas celebration
at East Harling Church,
supported by our very own
ex-teacher come vicar, Simon
– thank you to all of you who
were able to attend.
The stories from these
trips are inspiring, with young
people self-regulating to
manage the change, noise
and the uncertainty of the trip
and enjoying moments of joy,
interest, awe, and reflection as
a result. Charlie’s monologue
from The Grinch was truly
unforgettable, to name just
one highlight.
Ofsted have been again
and whilst we continue to work
hard on further development
in Care and Education,
they were supportive of our
progress in many respects.

Inspectors praised the
improvements to our homes
and are supporting the change
in our registration from one
large multi-site provision to
eight individually registered
homes. Linked to this, I am
delighted to welcome our
new Registered Managers,
Debbie, and Suzanne to the
team – Debbie will manage
the Quadrant and Grays
Homes, and Suzanne will
manage Cherry and Willow
homes. In education, Ofsted
came to ensure that we met
the last remaining strand
of the independent special
school standards, which they
confirmed, saying: “Leaders at
all levels have the necessary
knowledge to continue to lead
the school forward.”
The term ahead will bring
additional challenges. We
anticipate significant staffing
challenges in January and
February because of the
current rise in COVID infection
rates and we anticipate
a full, graded inspection in
Education before the end of
this academic year. This will
be the first opportunity for
the school to progress from
the inadequate judgement
of February 2020 but, having
demonstrated good progress
in the two interim inspections
so far, we are confident about
a positive outcome when
the opportunity presents.
Restrictions permitting, we
look forward to continuing
our heartbeat trips and other
activities so that we can
continue to Care, Strive, Grow
and Thrive in the year ahead.
Happy New Year.
Peter Marshall
Head of Service, Acorn Park

New classroom
A new temporary classroom
for Design and Technology will
arrive next term.

Refurbishments
The sports hall has a £100,000
refurbishment underway.
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New facilities
& equipment

B

C

D

E

New toilets and changing facilities
in the Mozart building. There are,
sunken trampolines and play
equipment for the Potter Centre.
We continue to invest in resources
for learning in all classrooms,
with a beautiful reading nook in
Ahlberg, for example.

Good news stories
Life has been busy over the summer and continues to be so
as we move into the new school year.

Contact us
Please send us your
pictures and stories for
future editions of our
newsletter. Send them to
our editor Adelene.
Editor:
Adelene Thompson
Adelene.Thompson@
acornparkschool.co.uk
Designer:
Paul Oldman
Smith
(www.smithltd.co.uk)
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Jayden

Bea

During the summer
holidays Jayden went
to Alton Towers and the
Water Park, and had
a great time on all the
different rides and all
the experiences on offer.
He was able to stay in an
Airbnb venue for three
nights, and just had the
best time – the staff who
went with him enjoyed it
too!

Bea has also had a big
transition to a new class,
but has coped with it really
well, and in fact is thriving
in her new environment.
We have been so excited
to see Bea going to school
every day and stay
there through the whole
day – a really amazing
achievement for Bea.

Quadrant
Christmas
The Quadrant Team
or residents and staff
welcomed the whole
service for homemade
(non-alcoholic) mulled
wine, hot chocolate, and
mince pies from Santa’s
grotto this year, a clever
re-design of the mocktail
bar in the garden. It was
a fabulous event enjoyed
by young people and
staff alike.

Film studio visit
O

n Friday 3rd
December the whole
of Upper School
Formal Education boarded
a coach headed for Warner
Brothers Studios for a tour
of the Harry Potter film
sets.
With great excitement
and anticipation students
were on their best
behaviour: many of them
had never travelled in
a coach before. Because
of the time of year the
exhibition was ‘Hogwarts in
the Snow’. Everything was
decorated for Christmas.
Groups enjoyed walking
through the Great Hall of
Hogwarts which had tables
laid for Christmas Dinner
with a real live flaming
Christmas Pudding!
Throughout the
exhibition there were all
sorts of costumes, props,
wigs and animatronics
from the films – which the
students enjoyed seeing in
real life. We walked through
the Forbidden Forest, met
Buckbeak the hippogriff
and Aragog the giant
spider.
Using visual effects
students could fly on
a broom stick and see
themselves flying over
London. In the centre of the
studios there was a large

outdoor area which housed
Harry’s home on Privet
Drive, his parents house
in Godric’s Hollow, the
Night Bus and the bridge to
Hogwarts.
The most exciting
thing in the middle was
that it was snowing (with
a little help from a snow
machine)! All the students
enjoyed the snow and a few
sampled the butter beer
for sale. In the second half
of the studio we walked
through the entire set of
Gringotts Bank and the
vaults. The dragon was
projected into the room
making the students feel
like they were experiencing
what it might have been
like to be there at the time.
We walked through Diagon
Alley which was under
snow and decorated with
hundreds of twinkling lights
and on to the scale model
of Hogwarts which was
used for all the shots of the
outside of the castle. 		
Students were able to walk
around the whole thing with
excellent views of every
aspect of the castle. At
the end of the tour many
students pciked a small
souvenir at the gift shop.
The trip was a
tremendous success and
enjoyed by all.
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Yr 11 Animal Care
Qualification
The Year 11 Animal Care
class have been very busy
this term. They are working
towards a Gateway Award
in Progression specialising in
Animal Care with modules
on Increasing Confidence
With Animals, Working Safely
with Animals, Handling and
Restraining Animals and
Identifying Small Animals.
The students participate
in practical, theory and
work experience lessons.

These include going through
daily routines necessary
for keeping small and farm
animals such as feeding,
watering, mucking out,
administering preventative
care like worming, health
care checks, weighing and
measuring out food and
water and helping Amber
with handling and restraining
for clipping and grooming.
Maths, English and Science
are embedded in these

Utopia_88

activities to help students
progress these subjects too.
After completing the Award
in Progression, students
could go on to college or
further education such as
The Animal Care course at
Easton College. There are
various courses available
based on animal care or land
based operations. These
courses are offered at entry
level and continue up to
degree level.

FOCUS ON:

Cobie Didwell
Student reporter
I’ve been boxing for as long
as I can remember, I pretty
much fought my way out
of my mother’s womb!
On a real note though, I grew
up in a boxing family where
everybody knows how to fight
in some way or another. I have
always been a freak of nature,
not going to lie. I was always
the strongest boy in class etc.
which made me even more
eager to join. My first session
(when I was age 6) was at
Attleborough boxing club.
I knew from the moment I first
put on boxing gloves that I had
potential, as did everybody
else! Ever since then, I have
been training consistently and
trying my absolute hardest to
make my way to the top.
I had my first fight at age 7,
and competed regularly up
until I hit a brick wall…
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At 11, I developed a limp.
My mum didn’t believe me at
first as I was a bit of a naughty
boy, and would do anything to
get the day off of school. After
a week though, she began
to notice how much it was
effecting me. So we went to
the doctors and they sent us
straight to the hospital, where
I was diagnosed with Perthes
disease. I think I was 12 when
I started having steroid
injections to my right leg, due
to the pain. It was like I was
battling for every step I took.
Around 12 years old,
I needed major surgery to
rebuild the top part of my
leg with titanium. I couldn’t
walk for months, resulting in
me needing a wheelchair.
I needed to use a wheelchair
and crutches for about a year,
but I made my way back up
and I was still trying the best
I could to do some exercises
for my boxing.
I was hungry… starving
even, to go back to boxing
properly. Now, here I am with
many bouts under my belt:
the majority of them wins.
Boxing has helped me through
so much, especially my
mental health. It’s like a true
friend to me, it’s always been
by my side. I know everybody
is different, but boxing would
help a lot of people with
ASD in my opinion. Maybe,
not competing – that’s a
very hard lifestyle, but as a
hobby it’s a fantastic and
appropriate way to release 		
anger and boost confidence.

CAREERS
Depending on the level of
qualifications achieved,
future careers could
include zookeeping,
veterinary assistants,
veterinary nursing,
working or volunteering
at animal rescue centres,
kennel or cattery worker or
working at a pet shop.

Huge congratulations to Charlie for achieving
Level 4 LAMDA. Charlie did an amazing
job preparing for his exam, memorising
a monologue to perform in front of a panel
of Judges. Charlie passed his exam with
distinction.
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by providing a seven-step
framework that guides,
empowers and motivates
pupils to drive change and
improve environmental
awareness in their school,
local community and
beyond.
Once the Acorn Eco
Warriors have completed
the seven-step process
Quick fact:
the school can apply
We offer a range
for Eco-Schools Green
Flag accreditation,
of qualifications
which recognises,
across all levels
– from Animal Care rewards and celebrates
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in 1994, operates in 67
Warriors, as they will
countries and engages
be known, were full of
19.5 million young
wonderful ideas and keen
people globally. This
to make positive changes

by Callie Oatridge

about their planet and
be the driving force for
positive change locally
and globally. I very much
look forward to reporting
further developments
and achievements of our
warriors in the near
future.

of the race. We then had our
older students who wanted
to run the race as a 400m
individual race against
some of our fastest staff
members. Our last event
was our 5-a-side football
tournament which pupils
signed up to participate
in. We had 4 teams who
all played against each
other in a knockout style
tournament.
We have seen our
younger and older students
come together to enjoy
rounders matches at
break and lunch-times
in the sun. These were
fantastic opportunities
for older students to set
good examples to younger
students.
At AcornFest, Attleborough athletics club

PE at Acorn
Physical Education at
Acorn Park has been on
a transformative journey
over the past year. We have
been working really hard
on increasing engagement
and enjoyment amongst
our student body through
implementing different
sporting events throughout
the summer term.
We started off with Sports
Day where the students all
took part in various events.
Our younger students
participated in a variety of

races, with staff and other
students making signs,
cheering them on. They also
participated in different
activities such as balancing
circuits, bean bag toss and
target practice. Our older
students participated in
100m and 400m races as
well as other events such
as shot put, javelin, hurdles
and the tug of war. We
even had a staff race and
a staff tug of war. At the
end of Sports Day, we had
a certificate ceremony for
the 1st, 2nd and 3rd place in

came in again to run some
more taster activities
and they brought in an
actual Olympic torch that
the Coach, Ron had run
with in 2012. The students
particularly enjoyed seeing
the torch and holding it.
We hope to run lots more
sporting events this year
to increase engagement
and enjoyment in PE even
more.
by Saffron Park

each event and also for
students who showed good
sportsmanship.
Attleborough Athletics
Club came into the school
to run athletics taster
sessions. Students took
part in activities such as
long jump, javelin throwing.
They particularly enjoyed
throwing the howlers.
Our next event was the
400m relay race around
the school. We had our
younger students race
against each other in their
classes each running 100m

On Friday 12 November we celebrated Disney
Day at Acorn Park School. Our students and staff
made this day an outstanding moment in our
school where everyone could choose to get
dressed as their favourite character and enjoy
the teamwork cherishing something that we all
have in common; the love for the Disney movies.
This was to encourage the children to read
and become immersed in the world of literature.

DAY

Earwig overview
By Adam Masterson
I’m sure by now you’ve
all heard about Earwig
through the newsletters
or receiving the ‘launch’
email from the Earwig
website. At Acorn Park
we use the Earwig system
for recording progress
and gathering evidence
of learning. The system is
great at combining these
two elements and linking
them together to give
a timeline of progress
through data and photos.
As parents you get
to enjoy the timeline of
photos uploaded by our
class teams, including a
range of work and ‘action
shots’ that show our young
people engaging in their
work and making progress
towards their own goals.

If you wish to download
photos from Earwig, you
are able to do so through
your Earwig login. Just
click onto the ‘Gallery’
and select the photos you
would like to download.
The data side of Earwig
isn’t visible to parents,
however information
regarding progress and
attainment will be shared
in our parent consultation
evenings and through end
of term reports. For our
students on the formal
curriculum, this will largely
relate to their progress
against the National
Curriculum subjects. For
our students on the SemiFormal curriculum, this will
be related to the progress
made towards their EHCP
targets through focused
learning intentions.

We love getting
dressed up
at Acorn Park!

Quick fact:
We use dressing up
to engage students
with fiction and books
encouraging them
explore stories
and read.
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FEATURE ARTICLE

Article by Philippa Whipp

CURRICULUM

Creating an effective educational curriculum
for autistic children relies on identifying
the unique strengths and challenges of our
students. Our students are highly capable
of learning, but they may need additional
supports and accommodations to help them
be as successful as possible in the classroom.

B

y identifying the learning styles of students
with autism, we can customise the curriculum
to increase students’ interest in the material
and encourage better understanding of new
concepts. With the right teaching approach, students
can better incorporate the learning materials into their
lives. When developing a curriculum for our children,
there are many social and educational factors that must
be considered that neurotypical students do not face.
The way our students interact, are impacted by their
environment, and absorb new information must all be
considered. They present certain challenges, but when
taken into consideration and met appropriately, they
can be used as unique strengths with which to make
learning more enjoyable and successful.

Teacher support
Our students can benefit from a variety of teacher
support and accommodations in the classroom.
Here are some strategies for classroom success and
effective teacher support:
Provide structure
Keep information accessible, make expectations clear,
and have a predictable routine.

An effective
curriculum

1

Be predictable

Acorn Park’s
six principles of
teaching

A predictable routine
and teaching style eases
students’ anxieties in
the classroom and helps
them maintain focus. They
become less concerned
about what is going to
happen next and better
able to focus on the
current lesson when they
know what to expect.

2

Keep it simple

Reduce sensory overload
in the classroom by using
cool, calm colors and
minimizing unnecessary
decorations, sounds, and
smells. Maintain a calm
teaching style to reduce
sensory overload.

The COVID 19 pandemic has placed a huge burden on schools to provide
a continuing education to the nation’s children throughout the crisis.
Now, more than ever, it is essential that we continue to recognise their
achievements and to acknowledge the vital role they play in helping the
country to bounce back. Your school was entered for the SEN Provision
Award, and I am delighted to inform you that Acorn Park School has
been shortlisted. Congratulations! This award is presented to the UK SEN
Establishment that can demonstrate an increase in the quality of care and
education services provided to students with Special Educational Needs.
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Use pre-learning
Offer students the academic course material prior to
instruction so they have the opportunity to become
familiar with the information ahead of time. This means
they will be more likely to learn and use the key concepts.
Offer academic modifications
Adapt the content or format of assignments to meet
students’ needs, such as reading directions out loud or
providing extended time on tests and assignments.
Use visual supports
Provide tools, such as pictures, schedules, maps, labels,
organisation systems, objects, and visual boundaries,
to support individuals throughout their day.

Style of Teaching
There is no one-size-fits all style of teaching when it
comes to working with children. We need to recognise
the needs and personalities of the students in each
classroom to determine what will be the most effective
approach

A parent’s persective
Claire Davidson

Quick fact:
Learning can be
defined as an
alteration in long-term
memory. If nothing has
altered in long-term
memory, nothing has
been learned.

3 4
Use concrete language

Teach directly

Figurative language can be
difficult for our children to
understand and interpret
correctly. Stick to concrete
language to reduce
misunderstandings and
enhance the acquisition of
new information.

Especially when it comes
to learning new social
skills, model appropriate
skills and have a direct
conversation about how
behaviour impacts one
another. Use concrete
language to explain social
skills in ways that are clear
and easy to understand.

A year ago I was very negative about planned
changes to the way my son would be educated
at Acorn Park.
He was moved from semi formal to formal
curriculum and I was concerned that the new
expectations being placed on him in formal
education would mean that he would not cope
and stop being able to self regulate at all.
I was wrong! He is now in his second school
year of formal curriculum and things could
not be better. Open lines of communication
between home and school, mean that clear
boundaries are in place for my son. He knows
what is expected from him and he is now able to
self regulate There have been no meltdowns or
negative behaviours for a long time.
He has access to a full curriculum with
teaching tailored to his needs. He also takes part
in activities within school, goes on trips off site,
all with staff who make him feel safe, supported
and valued. Every staff member involved with
my child makes him (and us) feel like he can
achieve anything he wants to and I am confident
he will realise his dreams – and a GCSE or 2!

5 6
Each student is an
individual

Open communication
channels

One of the most important
points of teaching our
students is to treat each
student as an individual.
A teaching style that
incorporates the needs
and unique skills of each
student is bound to be
more successful than
impressing a rigid teaching
style.

In addition, it is important
to maintain open
communication between
teachers, parents,
caregivers, and other
professionals working
with the students. When
everyone is on the same
page regarding goals and
treatment for any student,
the child is likely to make
the most progress across
all settings and aspects of
their life.
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Building Names

Thunberg

Potter

Watson

Mozart

The building which houses
Upper School Formal
is known as Thunberg.

The complex needs unit of
school is called The Potter
Centre.

Watson building is the
home to much of the
administration team.

Lower school including
Formal and Semi Formal
are housed in Mozart.

Named after the child
environmental activist Greta
Thunberg. Greta is known for
challenging world leaders to
take action about climate
change and has spent time in
parliament working towards
a change in attitude about
climate change from world
leaders. She has addressed the
United Nations Climate Change
Conference and raised support
from millions of students.
She famously asked the UN
climate action summit ‘how
dare you’ and this catchphrase
has been take up by press
and incorporated into music.
Greta has been diagnosed with
Asperger’s syndrome, OCD and
selective mutism.

Named after the author
Beatrix Potter. Beatrix was an
extraordinary young woman
who published more than 30
books based on her pets. Beatrix
started to sketch and paint
her many pets as a child and
went on to create stories about
the animals she kept including
hedgehogs, rabbits, kittens and
frogs. Modern scholars have
suggested that Beatrix was on
the Autistic Spectrum.

Child actress Emma Watson
who was only 10 when she was
cast as Hermione Granger in the
Harry Potter series of films. While
making the seven movies Emma
continued to complete her
school work and achieved eight
A* and two A grades at GCSE and
four A grades at A-Levels. Whilst
continuing to work in acting she
completed a Batchelors Degree
in English Literature through
Brown University. Emma has
gone on to become UN Women
Goodwill Ambassador and an
advocate for gender equality.
Her fashion brand is a leading
name in sustainable fashion

Mozart was born in 1756 and
is one of the most influential
composers of the Classical
period. He showed amazing
ability for music from his earliest
childhood, learning the keyboard
and violin composing pieces
of music from the age of 5. By
17 Mozart was working as the
musician of the Salzburg court
and travelling across Europe.
When Mozart died aged 35
he had composed over 600
symphonies, concertos, operas
and a requiem. It has been
suggested by modern scholars
that Mozart showed all the
signs of being on the Autistic
Spectrum.

CAMPUS NEWS

Over the Summer holidays the school
underwent several changes, one
of these was the change in building
names across site. All of our buildings
are now named after famous people
who achieved great things as children.
Some, but not all, had some kind of
disability.

Eco Warriors tackle plastic,
trees & lights!
This term a few of our
eco-warriors have been
working on Ecobricks
to try and reduce the
amount of plastic, that
can’t be recycled, going
to landfill. We have saved
plastic bottles and filled
them with ecobrickable
plastic such as Styrofoam,
bags, packaging, straws
and clear plastic. These
have to be clean and dry
before using. The ecowarriors have done a
good job of cleaning all the
materials they have used
and eagerly stuffed the
plastics into the bottles.
Ecobricks make reusable
building blocks that
can and will be used for
building green spaces.
Once made we will
use them for outdoor
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furniture, walls and
flower beds. We are using
a problem to build a
solution!
One of our lovely Eco
Warrior, Jasmine, has
planted a tree this term.
We had to make sure
that the weather was
appropriate and the
ground was soft enough to
dig. When we were happy
with the conditions we
dug a hole and planted a
lovely Silver Birch. We are
excited to watch it grow!
The Eco warriors have
also been keen to remind
staff to turn off their
lights when they leavecreating posters to put
near their light switch
and residential students
have been checking the
buildings in the evenings.

Reducing
energy

Planting
trees

Reusing
plastic

Arnold

Easton

Malala

Simmonds

Carly

Arnold which houses
Therapy is named after
Jaylen Arnold.

Easton, previously known
as Beck Hall.

The refectory has been
named Malala after Malala
Yousafzai.

The PE hall is called
Simmonds after Ellie
Simmonds.

The reception building
is called Carly after Carly
Fleischmann.

American activist, philanthropist, and actor. He was
born to Howard John Arnold,
Jr. and Robin Arnold. He is the
founder of Jaylen’s Challenge,
an International anti-bullying
crusade for people from all walks
of life. His mission is to: Educate
the educators, teach tolerance
to the tormentors, and banish
bullying for all. His tagline: One
little boy, one massive goal...
Bullying No Way! Jaylen has
been diagnosed with Tourette’s
syndrome.

Easton LaChappelle had
designed a new prosthetic limb
out of Lego and fishing line by the
age of 14. He met a seven year
old amputee who inspired him
to develop a new generation of
prosthetics by linking the limb to
the brain. He programmed his
new prosthetist the same way a
computer game is programmed
and created a new prostatic
limb which is controlled directly
from the brain, all before his
17th birthday. Easton then
uploaded all of his plans onto the
web so anyone with a 3D printer
could create their own limb.

Malala is an exceptional young
woman who voiced her opinion
about the education of women
in Pakistan. Because Malala
spoke openly about her opinion
that girls are entitled to an equal
education to boys she was
shot in the head by the Taliban
whilst on her school bus. She
was flown to England and had
to have many surgeries and
months in rehabilitation. Malala
founded a charity dedicated to
giving every girl an opportunity
to achieve a future she chooses.
In recognition of her work she
received the Nobel Peace Prize in
December 2014 and became the
youngest ever Novel Laureate.

Ellie is a Paralympian swimmer
who won her first Olympic gold
medal at age 13 in the 2008
Beijing Paralympics. Ellie was
born with a form of dwarfism
but never let it hold her back.
She started swimming at
the age of five and was the
youngest member of the 2008
Paralympian team. Ellie now
supports

Carly is an Autistic non-verbal
youtuber from Toronto. She is
unable to speak but at the age
of 10 she had a breakthrough
and realized she could
communicate through typing on
a computer. Since discovering
this communication tool she
has created her own YouTube
channel and interviewed
several celebrities including
Channing Tatum. She is known
for her sense of humour and for
speaking freely and honestly
about living with Autism.

August 31st – September 2nd

Annual Conference
Residential, Education and
other staff gathered at
the Park Farm Hotel near
Hethersett for our now
annual Conference carrying
the tagline ‘One Voice’.
Although different parts of
Acorn Park School gathered
on different days, we were
unified by the emphasis put
on ‘One Voice’, which was
introduced and explained
to all staff.

One Voice

Underpinning all the
talks, though, was the
ongoing total commitment
of Acorn Park School to the
wellbeing and thriving of our
young people… by engaging
with the material presented
by the SLT and SMT, we
all committed ourselves
afresh to working alongside
all our young people so that
they can grow and thrive.
In between the plenary
sessions, staff caught up
with each other and shared
their news following the
summer break. All in all,
it was an excellent and
encouraging beginning to
the new school year, and we
all look forward to engaging,
with ‘One Voice’, with our
students and residents in
the months ahead.

Conference presentations

Sarah Saunders

Peter Marshall
& Philippa Whipp

covered the variety of
activities we can use with
students to assist them
with self-regulation.

Head of Service, Peter
Marshall, and Head of School,
Philippa Whipp shared with
everyone a renewed vision
to focus on the voices of our
children and young people,
so that their individual and
unique voices can each
be heard and acknowledged.

Emma Thompson
presented the latest
updates around Safeguarding – critical to our
engagement with young
people and their families.

Adam Masterson

Selina Wightman

refreshed our knowledge
and awareness of
the challenges and
opportunities our students
have to encounter.

helped us to engage
with Positive Behaviour
Support, a framework with
which we help our young
people to manage their
own choices and actions –
all of which was illustrated
in truly dramatic fashion by
Kirstie Andrews and Jodie
Brister, among others!

Emma Willis
reminded staff of the
opportunities available to
them to maintain their own
wellbeing.
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Remembrance
Day visit
On the 10th November 2021,
Kerr class excitedly set off
for Banham. The pupils have
been practicing how to cross
the road around the school
for some time. This was their
first walk into Banham. They
were prepared with a social
story and staff talking
to them prior to the visit.
All children carried their
handmade poppies as we
headed for the memorial.
The children took turns using
their voices and/or signing
to check for vehicles before
crossing the roads.
Once they reached the
War Memorial the pupils
took turns to push their
poppies into the soil around
the monument. One child
pointed out the cross at the
top. They also took turns to
go into the shop. Each child
politely asked for a stamp
and posted their letters
in the post box. Parents will
have a surprise when they
are delivered!

(Above) A Kerr student posts his
letter on a trip to Bahnam village.

(Below) Kerr students lay their
poppies at the base of the war
memorial in Banham

Historical Tour: Norwich
One of the formal classes
did an eclectic historical
tour of Norwich which
included a ghost walk
through Tombland, a visit
to Edith Cavell’s grave at
the cathedral and shopping
in the lanes. The students
learned about where the
plague first arrived in
Norwich at the site of the
Maid’s Head Hotel and
looked at the raised beds
in Tombland which cover
medieval plague pits. They
walked through the alleys
and looked for the face of
the grey lady who haunts the
upper rooms in Tombland
Alley. They also had a
guided tour of the Norwich
Cathedral and learned
about Edith Cavell about
whom they had already done
some work on during the War
Poetry lessons in English.

They were very privileged to
be allowed to see an original
letter written by Edith Cavell
and a prayer book she write
in the day she was executed.
The students were also taken
into a restricted area of the
library to see a printing press
and learn how to ‘set’ type.

Historic Norwich
Tour Route

Plague story
Ghost story
Medieval
streets

Edith Cavell
Memorial

Cathedral
War
Memorial

Plague story

(Below) Steinbeck students at the
grave of Edith Cavell in the grounds
of Norwich Cathedral.

We have a Spring
2022 trip planned
for the end of March
when we will be visiting
the Science Museum in
London and seeing
an 4D film at the
Museum Cinema.

10 In a Nutshell Winter 2021

End of term
activities
At the end of July
Acorn Park was
in full celebration
mode. Celebrations
included many
Heartbeat trips out,
Sports Day, a fivea-side football
tournament, relay
races against the
staff, prize-giving
and the amazing
AcornFest.

AcornFest
AcornFest was a festival
organised by school’s
Zephaniah class and
involved all the students
and staff in site. It was a
day of celebration enjoyed
by everyone and a lovely
opportunity for parents
to join us. There were 24
different stalls and activities
including a Bubble Lab,
Bouncy Castle, Pie the
Teacher, Tombola, Nail
and Face Painting and
a sensory table. We were
also very privileged to have
Attleborough Athletics and
Banham Zoo join us for the
afternoon.

Banham Zoo
After a year of lockdowns,
home learning and hard work,
Sissay class (year 6) earned
a well-deserved class trip to
Banham Zoo for their end
of year reward. The students
had been working very hard in

To read more good
news stories about our
young people
go to www.acornpark.
org.uk/news

(Right) Bubble Lab was one of the
most popular stalls at Acorn Fest.

Talent Show
Students and staff showed
off an amazing array of skills
in the Acorn Talent Show.
Jasmine, Jayden, Milne class,
Ahlberg class, and Dan all
gave brilliant performances.
Staff Chrissie and Millie
performed a spectacular tap
dancing routine and Kirstie
wowed the audience with her
antics.

(Above) Nerf Gun battles and
a bouncy castle were enjoyed by
all the students.

(Below) Pip, Ali and Emma
enjoying the sunshine at Acorn
Fest.

class earning all of their reward
acorns for the trip. When
Friday 16th came around it
was a lovely summer’s day with
sunshine and blue skies. Each
student used the map and
as a group decided the route
they would take for the day.
Half way around the zoo they
stopped for their picnic and
couldn’t possibly avoid using
Tarzan towers; the amazing
play-ground in the heart of the
zoo. Sissay especially looked
around the Eureka building
which is based on a rainforest.
Sissay has been studying
the Amazon rainforest iand
found it fascinating being in a
subtropic environment. The
students enjoyed watching
the free roaming sloths climb
around on the ceiling and walls.
Beautiful big butterflies flew
by their faces and landed on
the ginormous leaves of the
trees as we walked through
the trail. As we got back from
the zoo trip Sissay were able
to make it into the football
tournament against other staff
and students. At the end of the
day, all of the students got into
their taxis with beaming smiles
and all expressed how much
of a good day they had!

(Top) One of the students ended
the Acorn Fest show with an
excellent rendition of This is Me
from The Greatest Showman.
(Above) Tap dancing act by
Chrissie and Millie.

(Right) Steinbeck students enjoying
a proper English Afternoon Tea, put
on by the staff.
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Christmas
Christmas Fair

Church Service

Rowling class hosted a
Christmas Fair a few days
before school broke up.
They were very industrious
and had made decorations,
cards, cookies and set up
games like pin the nose on the
reindeer and guess the sweets
in the jar. There was a guess the
name of the snowman and
lots of other fun things to do.
The students in Rowling
showed excellent maths skills
by collecting money and
counting out the right change.
This was a lovely event and
the staff of Rowling worked
very hard to make it a perfect
Christmas fair and excellent
learning opportunity for the
students.

On 14 th December the whole of
Acorn Park participated in one of
two services at St Peter and St
Paul’s church in East Harling. The
students were fantastic through
the day as it was a very different
experience to anything they had
done before. They has to board a
coach, a first for many of them,
and sit in a traditional church –
beautifully decorated with over
forty Christmas trees.
Services were led by Simon
Richardson (former teacher
at Acorn Park) – Vicar for East
Harling. During the morning service
the Semi-Formal and Primary
school performed a beautiful A-Z
nativity telling the story of Jesus
being born. Many of the students
participate with kings, shepherds,
angles and lambs. It was beautiful
to see the children dressed up in
their angewings and halos, excited
to be performing for the first
time. Many of the parents were
able to join us for the service and
in the village hall afterwards for
refreshments, a craft market and
Christmas photobooth.

(Left) Rowling students selling
decorations they made.

Christmas
fundraising
In the build up to
Christmas,
students and
teachers from
Acorn Park school
has been busy
raising funds to
support charities...

Students have been very
generous in donating
small gifts for Operation
Christmas Child, a charity
that sends gifts in shoe
boxes to children who might
otherwise not receive any
other gifts. This has helped
students think about other
people who might not be as
fortunate themselves and
develop skills of empathy.

We supported the local
charity Sugar for Shelters
and donated 20 bags of
sugar to local homeless
shelters. This year, for the
first time, Acorn Park offered
all students the opportunity
to have their own drawing
made into Christmas cards,
gift tags, mugs and even
wrapping paper. Wyatt
F from the Potter Centre
designed a card – chosen to
be sent out as the Acorn Park
Christmas Card.

£75

raised for
EACH
Steinbeck class have
been fundraising for East
Anglian Children’s Hospice
(EACH). They wanted to do
help children who are unwell
at Christmas. Because they
couldn’t visit due to Covid,
they raised funds by making
chocolate bars and hot
chocolate dippers for sale
at the Christmas service.
They learned to temper the
chocolate, mould it, package
and seal it all along with
home-made labels. They
also made a film to raise
awareness of their cause.
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Christmas celebrations at Acorn Park were full of
jolly holly fun! We had a Santa Dash, Christmas
Jumper Day, colouring competitions, school trips.
Sugar for Shelters, Operation Christmas Child, craft
fairs, cake sales, charity fundraising, Christmas
card making, Santa visiting, Christmas photo booth,
snow machine, Christmas services and an amazing
Christmas dinner!

Jumper Day
Christmas Jumper day is enjoyed
by staff and students alike with
some very bright and colourful
outfits. School ran a competition
to design the best Christmas
jumper (above) and there were
some excellent entries but the
winning design was by Kayden in
Golding. Well done Kayden for such
a beautiful Christmas Jumper.
(Below) Students ready to
participate in the A-Z Nativity at
East Harling Church.

Meeting Santa
There were many trips out over
December including Kerr class
who visited Santa at Highways
Garden Centre, Norwich.
What an amazing morning
they had! The children’s
faces lit up at the sight of the
Christmas decorations and
Santa’s workshop. Staff eyes
also lit up with happy tears
when the children saw Santa.
They were so well behaved and
polite. Each child had a picture
taken with Santa and told
him what they would like for
Christmas. The children said
thank you for their presents…
but none of them opened
them. They all came back to
school still wrapped!
(Below) Luca enjoying the
snow machine.

Connor wins!
Another Christmas competition was to design a digital
Christmas card. The winner
of this was Connor in Rowling
class with his lovely design.
As a reward Connor’s class
were given a movie afternoon
with an extra large snack box.

