Orwell Class ........:

Acorn Park

Classics

This half term the learners will be
looking broadly at symbols of power,
death and burial and myths of the
Underworld. They will then begin to
look in detail at the story of Heracles
and Greek Temples. The learners
will also be examining in broad
strokes the work of Horace and
Virgil, before being to look in more
details at the Spartan culture and
the Battle of Thermopylae.

Computer science

The aim of this unit and the following
unit (Programming l) is to build
learners’ confidence and knowledge
of the key programming constfructs.
Importantly, this unit does not assume
any previous programming
experience, but it does offer learners
the opportunity to expand on their
knowledge throughout the unit. The
main programming concepts
covered in this unit are sequencing,
variables, selection, and count-
controlled iteration.

Citizenship

The term we will be focusing on how
can we make a difference in society

Active citizenship project

PSHE
Sustaining long-term relationships,
intimacy, healthy relationship with
self, attraction,
love, lust.
Relationship choices, ending
relationships safely, consequences
of relationships
ending e.g bullying, child on
child abuse, revenge porn,
grief cycle, impact on family.

Understanding love, fake

news, pornography.

DT

This half-term, students will be starting
their foray into a more intricate world
of Design & Technology and introduced
to career prospects and the impacts of
designing and manufacturing. In theory
lessons, students will be learning about
how different products and types of
manufacture impact on us, our culture
and the world around us and how this
should inform our material choices for
designs. In design and make lessons,
students will be tasked with learning
and practicing how to create a client
profile, then how we use this as
designers to create prototypes and
products for specific clients using the
iterative design process.

English

Art Parent Share: This half term,
students will continue developing their
GCSE Art portfolios, building on their

earlier work on “Strange and fantastic”.




Drama

Art Parent Share: This half term,
students will continue developing
their GCSE Art portfolios, building
on their earlier work on “Strange
and fantastic”.

Students will be exploring strange
surfaces, building dream worlds,
keep learning about different
artists and their inspirations,
attempting idea development and
composition sketches, refining how
they choose colours, media and
scale. By the end of the half-term,

Students will be exploring strange
surfaces, building dream worlds, keep
learning about different artists and
their inspirations, attempting idea
development and composition
sketches, refining how they choose
colours, media and scale. By the end of
the half-term, students should have a
sketchbook containing a mind map and
title, some artist research, media and
background experiments, composition

sketches and a final piece.

Maths




students should have a sketchbook

containing a mind map and title,
some artist research, media and
background experiments,
composition sketches and a final
piece.

a

Science
This half-term, students will continue their GCSE Science journey by studying
AQA Biology Unit 1 — Cells and Organisation. Students will explore the building
blocks of life, learning about the structure and function of different types of
cells, including animal, plant, and specialised cells. They’ll also study how cells
form tissues, organs, and organ systems, and how these work together to
keep living organisms functioning effectively. Practical investigations will play a
key role this term. Students will develop their microscopy skills, observe cells
first-hand, and carry out experiments to explore processes such as osmosis
and diffusion. These activities will help them strengthen their understanding
of key biological concepts and enhance their confidence in applying scientific
methods. As always, we aim to link learning to real-life contexts—from
understanding how medical research relies on cell biology, to exploring how
organ systems keep our bodies healthy. By connecting science to everyday
life, we help students see that biology is not just a subject in the classroom,
but a vital part of the world around them. Through discussion, practical work,
and independent study, students will continue to build their scientific
knowledge and skills, laying the groundwork for success in their GCSEs and

beyond.

Animal Care

The colder weather is approaching and
the needs of our animals is changing.
We will be looking at how we help our
animals keep safe and warm. As always
Animal Care we will be working on
team work, sharing, being kind and
having kind/safe hands. Personal
qualities of being calm, professional,
growing confidences and a work ethic
are also themes that we plan to help
with during our sessions. Transitions to
and from animal care are an excellent
opportunity to practice safe use of the
roads and listening skills. We will be
observing the changes in the trees and
plants around the animals. We have a
new animal and will be looking into his
particular needs too. We will continue
to feed, water, muck out, entertain,
groom and exercise our range of
animals. We will continue looking at




animal families, different animal group
types and comparing them and their
care needs.

P.E
Orwell will be continuing with the theme of invasion games. They will be
developing their knowledge of the rules of different games such as tchoukball
and quidditch this half term as well as developing their team work skills. They
will be working on sportsmanship in competition, building towards an end of
term competition with other classes.
GCSE will be continuing with anatomy and physiology looking at the

cardiovascular and respiratory systems







