Tolkien Spring 2 2026

Acorn Park

History

The learners will be considering
the Suffrage movement and how
it led to equal voting rights for
women in the UK and the USA

Art

This half ferm in Art, pupils will
explore locations beyond
Europe through drawing, visual
research and creative
development. They will
practise ways to show space
and depth, make informed
choices about materials, and
produce aresolved outcome
supported by sketchbook
evidence and reflection.

Computing

This unit infroduces learners to how
data can be represented and
processed in sequences, such as
lists and strings. The lessons cover a
spectrum of operations on
sequences of data, that range
from accessing an individual
element to manipulating the entire
sequence.

Maths

Tolkien will be focusing on construction skills,
learning how to accurately construct
angle bisectors and
perpendicular bisectors using
mathematical equipment and notation.
We then explore similarity,
understanding scale factors and how
lengths and areas change in similar shapes.
Alongside this, students will strengthen their
algebraic  manipulation  skills, including
expanding, factorising and rearranging
expressions.

This half term builds precision, reasoning
and algebraic confidence in preparation
for GCSE study
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RE

Year 9 students in RE will be
comparing Christian and Sikh
views on the afterlife.

English

Science

This half-term, students will be exploring
Physics: Energy, where they will investigate
how energy is stored, transferred, and
conserved within the world around us. To
bring these abstract concepfts to life, our
lessons  will focus on the real-world
application of physics through engaging,
hands-on projects. Students will have the
unigue opportunity to build their own




hydroelectric power plants to understand
renewable energy generation, and fo
conduct key experiments on thermal
insulators and specific heat capacity to see
how physics dictates the efficiency of our
own homes. By connecting these required
practicals to everyday events, students will
move beyond simple formulas to develop a
functional understanding of energy
systems. They will learn to calculate energy
changes and analyse the effectiveness of
different materials in preventing heat loss—
skills that are foundational for their GCSE
success. This practical approach aims to
foster both academic rigour and a genuine
curiosity about how scientific principles
shape our daily lives.

PE

This tferm pupils will be exploring a
range of minority and inclusive
games. They will develop
teamwork skills through
completion of several challenges
and will be asked to work both
individually and collaboratively to
solve problems. They will develop
knowledge of rules and tactics in
each game played and will

develop their coordination,
accuracy and  confrol  of
movements.  Pupils  will be

encouraged to take turns and
share ideas, playing both a team
member and leadership role at

DT

This term, students will be learning about the material families of
papers and boards and researching into what makes the different
materials in their respective families good for the products made with
them. Students will be focusing on formal and freehand sketching and
learning how fo develop their design process info something that
could be used in a GCSE NEA portfolio. In practical lessons, students
willincrease their skills with papers and boards by using them to create
different prototypes of designs they have made.

PSHE

Mental health stigma, friggers, support
strategies, managing emotional changes,
resilience and how to improve it,
importance of sleep in relation to mental
health, reflection on changes, benefits of
relaxation, self expression, influences, body
image




times. Games explored include
but are not limited to dodgeball,
speedball, Danish longball and

curling.
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Forrest School

As the weather begins to change, we'll be using all our senses fo
experience the burst of energy that comes with Spring. The children
will spend time observing the frees, local bird life, and the natural
world around us as everything begins o come back to life
We'll also be learning about how the needs of our animals change
with the season. Together, we'll explore what adjustments we need
to make in how we care for them to keep them healthy and happy
as the weather warms and their routines shift.
This term, we will be looking closely at animal families, different life
cycles, and where our school animals come from. The children will
discover how Spring plays a key role in growth and renewal in the
natural world.
We will also continue to develop important practical and personal
skills, including:

. teamwork and sharing

J kindness and empathy

. confidence in caring for our animals

J responsibility and respect for living things

. being a thoughtful, decent human being
The children will have plenty of hands-on opportunities as they help
look after the animals af school and learn how their actions make a
positive difference.




people would choose to live in an
area at risk from tectonic hazards.
Finally, the students will learn
about what geothermal energy is
and how Iceland is using it.




